St. David's Episcopal Church
Topeka, KS
Episcopal Diocese of Kansas

Whoever you are and wherever you are on your
journey of Faith, there is a place for you here.
Honor God-Love One Another
Our Vision:
With God’s help,
we strive to be servants of Jesus Christ.
We seek joyful worship,
faithful teaching and continued learning.
We create an accepting and loving fellowship
where there is a place at the table for every person.

Who We Are
St. David’s Parish is a faith community
committed to liturgical worship based on
the Book of Common Prayer and the
Anglican Tradition. Our worship
services are Eucharist-centered. We are
close-knit, with many talented members
eager to share those talents with others.
We are a mid-sized congregation which
has together faced and overcome
challenges, including an arson fire which
destroyed our original nave, now
replaced with an all-new worship space
and other facilities. We are a community
that loves fellowship and caring for one
another with shared ministries, shared
meals, coffee hours, and encouraging
and supporting our children and youth.

What We Look Like
Many of our members started in other Christian
traditions, finding their way to St. David’s as part of
their faith journey. Our membership is well-educated,
middle-income and hard-working, with a truly
dedicated core of volunteers for church ministries and
needs. Our parishioners come from a variety of ethnic
backgrounds. We have an active Sunday school for
young children and a vibrant youth group.

St. David's Youth
St. David's believes a vibrant and involved youth presence is a vital part of who we are.
Growing our youth presence and programs is a main priority for St. David's.
Our new Rector will have a shared passion and commitment to our youth.

Our Vision of the Future
At the entrance to the nave of St. David’s is written:
“Whoever you are and wherever you are on your Journey
of Faith, there is a place for you here.” This is an
expression, not only of welcome, but of our desire to see
our parish grow. Our members are very friendly and
welcoming to new faces. We provide spiritual care to
those who cannot come to church to worship regularly.
We want to increase our educational efforts, specifically
efforts to recruit young families and ensure that they
learn the liturgical traditions we offer, and to focus on
Christian history. Pastoral care for acutely or chronically
ill members is important. We also feel a need to put
more effort into mission work. Finally, we want to work
to strengthen our stewardship by achieving an increase in
annual giving.

Before the Fire

Our Journey
St. David’s began as a mission outreach in what was the west side of Topeka in 1952. The
Bishop of Kansas at that time, Goodrich Fenner, encouraged the creation of a eucharistically
centered worshipping community. St. David’s became a parish in 1955 at the intersection of
17th Street and Gage Blvd with 33 founding members. By early 1962 a new nave had been
added to the original structure, effectively completing the modern St. David’s. The next two
decades were an era of growth and activity at St. David’s including the dedication of an
Educational addition to the church building and the creation of a new community tradition of
“Blessing of the Animals” in Topeka.
During the 1990’s St. David’s had the opportunity to demonstrate God’s love by providing an
alternative message to the anti-homosexual preaching of the Westboro Baptist Church.
Members of St. David’s stood in opposition to the Westboro Baptist picketers at the corner of
17th and Gage and eventually earned a permanent restraining order keeping the picketers at a
minimum distance from scheduled religious services at St. David’s.

In November, 2006, the St. David’s church building was destroyed by an arson fire. In
the ensuing weeks and months services bounced from a neighboring church to the
Scottish Rite Temple to the local synagogue to a tent in the St. David’s parking lot and
finally into the tiny original sanctuary before the new church building was complete.
The experience was a powerful reminder for the parish that the church is not tied to a
concrete structure but is instead centered on the worshipping community. The first
service in the “new” church was a profound moment celebrating both the reward for our
perseverance and the knowledge that our bond was much more than a physical
structure.

Bitter Smoke
November 2006/2013
Bitter smoke and burnt embers
Silent prayers of bitter enders
Broken tiles and bent hot bricks,
Bewildered humans, fiery tricks.
Scorched hymns and organ pedals
Blackened wings of holy medals.
Prayer Books with pages torn,
Silent litanies, hence unborn.
Falling timbers, ashes blowing
Congregation, backs unbowing
Shuffle through the silent aisles
Where sun ironically still smiles
A glancing blow through broken roof,
Erasing Evil's cloven hoof.
And water hisses on the ashes.
Yet despite these deadly gashes
Somehow faith and courage flows.
And in the darkest time, God knows
Another resurrection's coming
A band of building angels drumming
Raising walls and holding up
Communion from the Holy Cup.
And once again, a churchly mission,
Our Christus Rex is shining down
To grace again a hopeful town.
From "Immortal Prairie and
Other Poems"
-J.H.Ransom-

Parish Ministries
St. David’s has a number of opportunities for members to participate in ministry.
Each year in the fall a ministry fair is held in the Parish Hall to educate members
about the various ministries active in the worshipping community. It encourages
members to participate in one or more ministries by signing up for an area of service.
Ministry opportunities at St. David’s include:
• Children/Youth Ministry including the Sunday School, the Youth Group, Junior
Daughters of the King and Vacation Bible School.
• Music Ministry including the St. David’s Choir, Contemporary Choir, Children’s
Choir and other special music.
• Worship Ministry including Deacons, Vergers, Eucharistic Ministers, Eucharistic
Ministers for the Home-Bound, Lectors and Acolytes.
• Care Ministry including the Flower Ministry for homebound or hospitalized
members, the Prayer Chain Ministry, the Home Visitation Ministry, the Card
Ministry and the Meal Ministry.
• Inreach Ministry encompassing Parish Life, Coffee Hour, Welcoming Ministry,
Dinners for 7/8, Breakfast Crew, Christian Formation for Adults including EFM.
• Daughters of the King which among other things spearhead the Prayer Shawl
Ministry, coordinate and serve funeral dinners and other receptions.
• Outreach Core Ministry has as its primary function reaching out into the
community. They supply financial support to Door Step, the Rescue Mission and
Let’s Help. Every month they coordinate the collection and distribution of
needed items. This can be basic food items, school supplies, paper goods or caps
and mittens. The Servant Shop gives parishioners a chance to purchase items.
One hundred percent of the profit goes to community giving.

St. David's Ministry Fair

Coming Soon!

St. David's Sunday Breakfast

St. David's Core Outreach Ministries
Let's Help
Doorstep
Topeka Rescue Mission
Relay for Life
Topeka Sharefest
Sertoma Club

How We Work (Parish Administration)
St. David’s is led by a Vestry working in conjunction with parish clergy. The
Vestry is comprised of 9 members elected to staggered 3-year terms. Each
member of the Vestry is assigned as a liaison to one or more parish ministries.
The Vestry and clergy rely on a number of devoted volunteers to complete the
work of the parish. It is this spirit of shared leadership that enables St. David’s
carry out its mission.
Parish Staff
The Rev. Betty Glover, Interim Rector
The Rev. Harry Craig, Deacon
The Rev. Annie Hedquist, Deacon
The Rev. Craig Klein, Deacon
The Rev. Mary Becker, Deacon
Kristi Baker, DMA-Director of Music
Jacqueline Lightcap, Office Administrator
Lisa Beebe, Finance Administrator

Vestry
Tod Bunting, Senior Warden
Bryan Irvine, Junior Warden
Lynda Crowl
Bob Exon
Michael Francis
Christopher Holman
Peggy Shaverdi
Michael Sheetz
Jennifer Typer
Linwood Thompson, Treasurer
Mary Hillin, Clerk

Building and Facilities
Standing on a landscaped corner lot, St. David’s is a brick and wood frame structure
with some
sections as old as forty years and some as new as ten years.
The original sanctuary was converted to the parish hall when a new addition of
chapel, nave/sanctuary, and sacristy were added. The arson fire in 2006 changed
the building’s format and space commitments. The old parish hall became office
and meeting space, the old footprint which included the chapel, nave/sanctuary
and sacristy essentially became the new parish hall which can be used as a
gymnasium and features a fully operational kitchen. A new nave/sanctuary and
sacristy was constructed on space which was formerly used for parking. Additional
parking was also added at this time.
The Rector’s office has adjoining doors to the office and a conference room. The
space in the basement is used for youth activities and storage. A children’s play
yard, Zachary's Playground; is located in a fenced area north of the parish hall. A
courtyard/Columbarium is located south of the parish hall.
Church controlled parking areas are supplemented with parking from a local bank
which is located across the street from the church property.

Participation & Giving Trends

Finances

Topeka is the Capital city of Kansas and the seat of Shawnee County. Situated in northeast Kansas
along the Kansas river with a population of 127,473(2010) and an extended population of 233,870 in
the statistical metropolitan area. Topeka is proud of its history, locally and worldwide. Including
being home of the landmark Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education. Topeka offers
many opportunities to learn of the rich history and experience the myriad of activities at several
museums, theaters, parks and yearly celebrations. Located halfway between The University of
Kansas and Kansas State University, Topeka is also home to Washburn University providing even
more educational and cultural experiences. Topeka offers miles of hiking and biking trails and is
in close proximity to several lakes and other outdoor destinations.
Please visit: http://www.topekachamber.org/why-topeka for further information.

y

Kansas Museum of History

State Capital

Lake Shawnee

Welcome to Topeka!

Search Committee Members
*Jim Edwards-Committee Chair
-Jim Edwards is a retired association executive and policy advocate ... A "cradle" Episcopalian who has
been a member of St. David's for 34 years . Served as Treasurer for 13 years
Mike Francis
-Mike Francis is an attorney. He is the Vestry representative to the search committee, served as senior
warden and is a vice-chancellor of the Diocese of Kansas.
April Holman
-April Holman has been a member of St. David's since 1993, substitute Sunday School teacher, mother of
4, wife, daughter, sister, executive director of a professional association, 3rd culture kid.
Eva Brown
-Eva Brown is a nurse practitioner and a retired United Methodist Elder. St. David’s has been her
spiritual home for over 11 years. In addition to singing in the contemporary group she periodically
teaches Christian education.
Ronda Hoss
-Ronda Hoss is a K-5 science teacher. Former Vestry member and Senior Warden(2011). Sunday school
teacher, sound and AV, lector and Altar Guild.
Jim Ransom
-Jim Ransom is a retired physician and medical researcher, a writer, and a member of St. David’s since
1968. Served on the Vestry and on a previous search committee. Helped found and was first chairman of
St. David’s Endowment Fund. Helped design and computerize St. David’s library. Currently serves as a
Lector.
Gillian Typer
-Gillian Typer represents the youth of St. David’s on the committee. She is a lead Acolyte, President of Jr.
Daughters of King, and active member of the youth group and has served on the youth advisory board.
Linda Sheetz
-Linda Sheetz has been a member of St. David’s since 1962. Member of the Outreach committee, cook
for Let’s Help, and the bell choir. Former Directress of Altar Guild and Sunday school teacher.
Denise Dietrich
-Denise Dietrich is a retired Federal Employee. She is a cradle Episcopalian, Eucharistic Minister,
served on several Vestries, taught upper level Sunday school classes, ran Youth Programs, sang in church
choirs, and currently serving as Convention Delegate for the next two years.
Mike Typer
-Mike Typer is the father of Gillian, Zachary(2007), Madilyn, and Axton. Husband of Jenny. He is a
consultative sales professional in a capital equipment industry. Has been at St. David’s for 10+ years.
Currently assists with the Buildings and Grounds, sound and AV, and is a lector. He also makes a mean
smoked brisket.

Be a part of the St. David's Light

