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CONGRATULATIONS 
2011 GRADUATES 

Senior Acolytes Ben and Sam Allman have been acolytes since the 6th 
grade, and are the captains of our Acolyte Corps. 
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October 22, 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
I have a growing concern about the Christian education opportunities currently being made available to 
adults in the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas.  It is my hope that we might make greater use of the Cursillo 
method of small group study and worship.  I believe Cursillo strengthens and deepens the faith of our 
members and helps them to more fully live into our baptismal vows.  I also believe Cursillo serves to 
develop effective Christian leaders. Some of the most dedicated members of our parishes began their 
deeper journey in Christ through participation in Cursillo.  I realize many of you may be unfamiliar with 
Cursillo or you may have heard something that raises a concern for you.  Because I am recommending it 
to you, I want you to understand why I am recommending it. 
 
The purpose of the Cursillo method is to nurture Christ-centered leadership in the Church.  Its 
foundation is found in small groups of people who meet for an hour every week to encourage each other 
in their faith.  Also, in a loving and gentle way, such a group can support and hold each other 
accountable in their plans to serve God.  These small groups usually have four or five members 
and, because these groups can include clergy as well as laity, they can be a helpful spiritual resource for 
clergy as well as for lay members.  Any person can take part.  These groups can and do welcome the 
unchurched, but they are primarily designed to help people who are already active in the Christian faith 
support each other in living a more fulfilling Christian life. 
 
You may have heard of Cursillo three-day weekends.  The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas offers one every 
year or so, in cooperation with the Episcopal Diocese of West Missouri, acting through Heartland 
Episcopal Cursil lo.  It is my hope and prayer that all of us might attend a Cursillo three-day 
weekend.  If you have not attended a weekend I hope you’ll consider attending the next one.  One is 
scheduled for October 6 through 9, 2011, at White Memorial Camp, near Council Grove.  I intend to 
make time in my personal schedule to attend a Cursillo three-day weekend, in either 2011 or 2012. 
 
Again, I want to make it clear no one needs to attend a Cursillo three-day weekend in order to participate 
in the small group ministry. Small groups were the core of the early Christian community and I believe 
great things can happen with a revival of this ancient gathering technique. My liaison to Heartland 
Episcopal Cursillo is the Reverend Tom Wilson, St. Andrew’s, Derby.  He can be reached at 316-648-
5870 or Rector@standrewsderby.org.   I urge you to contact him about how you might begin using the 
Cursillo method with small groups in your parish.  Better yet, ask around. 
 
I suspect that you will find people in your own parish who have attended a Cursillo weekend! 
 
Faithfully, 
 
The Right Reverend Dean E. Wolfe 
Ninth Bishop 
The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas 
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